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FEATURED

Entertaining tales deliver warmth at storytelling event

By Susan Cote, Observer Staff
Mar 26, 2026

Dave Ericson comes with props for sharing his snowstorm story Saturday at the Rotary Bill Skiff Story Slam at Williston Central School. 
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What’s so funny about power outages,
getting pulled over by the police, subsisting
for days solely on apple dumplings, and
having a pet wolf who refuses to walk in the
snow?

Ask the audience members who attended the
third annual Bill Skiff Story Slam hosted
last Saturday by the Williston-Richmond
Rotary Club in the Williston Central School
auditorium.

Responding to this year’s theme, The
Snowstorm, participants shared true,
personal tales of five minutes or less and
were judged on adherence to the topic, story
structure and audience engagement.

Judges for this year’s contest included Town
of Williston snowplow operator Bernie
Peine, retired WCAX meteorologist Gary
Sadowsky and Vermont author and
commentator Bill Schubart.

The friendly storytelling competition is
named in honor of Bill Skiff, a founder and
the first president of the Williston-Richmond
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Rotary Club. An educator, Skiff authored a
children’s book called “Willie the Jumping
Frog” and for many years wrote a column of
personal stories and reflections for the
Williston Observer. Skiff died in 2024.

On Saturday, two of his children offered
snowy stories involving their dad, one
recalling Bill pulling his kids into the village
on a toboggan attached to the back of his
truck and another when he accidentally
buried himself up to his shoulders while
clearing snow off the roof of their home.

Humorous stories ruled the evening. Paula
Cope, who won third prize, related how her
family managed to keep their tropical fish
alive during a frigid multi-day power
outage, while the humans in the household
endured increasing deprivations.

Second place finisher Dylan Hornibrook
spoke of a half inch of snow that shut down
Austin, Texas for several dark days with no
electricity, a diet of cold soaked ramen
noodles and a sheriff conducting welfare
checks to reassure his mother that he was
okay. 
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Susan Cote

Bill Torrey successfully defended his first-
place win at last year’s event with a
hilarious tale that conjured the acrid smell
and billowing black smoke caused by his
dad forgetting he had covered his car’s
engine with a blanket before they set out
after a big snowstorm to check on their
camp.

The event raised over $7,900 dollars to
support charitable causes of the Rotary club,
including Split the Ticket, a nonprofit that
provides home heating fuel and heating
repairs to people in need. 
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